
What is Route 613? 
  

The Jane Fishman Grinberg Religious School 
ROUTE 613 is a revolutionary education 
initiative for children in grades 3-7. ROUTE 
613 is an innovative and flexible model that 
engages students in experiential learning 
based on their individual interests, schedule, 
and learning style. 
 

From third through seventh grade, students 
will engage in a wide range of classes that 
speak to the whole child and together build 
a unique journey through the possibilities of 
Jewish life. 
 
Each participant plans and builds a 
personalized roadmap, choosing classes and 
workshops that match his or her passions 
and curiosities as well as preferred mode of 
learning. 
 

When does Route 613 take place? 
  

All students attend school on Sunday 
mornings from 9:45am-1:00pm when 
Hebrew and Prayer will be the focus. 
 
Sunday mornings are mandatory during 
the academic year. 
 
In addition to Sunday mornings each student 
will take a minimum of two classes each 
semester on either Tuesday afternoons, 
Wednesday evenings or Saturday mornings. 
 
Each class starts with a 15-minute Hebrew  
lesson on a selected prayer for the week. 
 
Students must complete a total of four 
classes per year in addition to Sunday 
mornings.  Two classes in the fall, two classes 
in the spring on your day of choice. 
 
Students in grades 3-5 must take at least one 
Holiday, one Torah, and one Israel class 
through those three years. 
 

Chai Five Students: 
  

The Students in Chai Five will participate in 
a Chai Five Tefillot class on Sunday 
mornings and must choose  Two Chai Five 
classes a year on either Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Saturday. Chai Five 
Students must also commit to attending 
10 Shabbat services throughout the year. 
 
Meals:  
Sunday lunch and Wednesday Dinner: On 
Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings your child will be able purchase a 
pre-ordered pizza lunch and/or chicken 
nugget dinner. 
 
Classes and Registration:  
ROUTE 613 offers classes along five 
distinct roads: Torah, God & Spirituality, 
Jewish Peoplehood, Hebrew, and Tikkun 
Olam. 
 
See inside for the listed classes that will be 
offered for the coming year.  Once you 
register, you will receive a link beginning 
July 1st where you can choose your child’s 
classes. Please note that this is first come 
first serve. We will try our best to 
accommodate your child with his or her 
first choice.  
 
Classes are subject to change. 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 610-664-5746 
Fax: 610-667-0824 
E-mail: jfgrs@harziontemple.org 
Web: www.harziontemple.org 

1500 Hagys Ford Road 
Penn Valley, Pennsylvania 19072 

J A N E  F IS HM A N G RI NB E R G 
R E L I G I O US  S C H O O L 

For More Information, Please Contact: 
Rabbi Nogah Marshall 
Educational Director 



Tuesdays 
4:00pm – 5:00pm 
 
Hands on Holidays - Grades 3-5 - Ariela Barlas This class focuses 
on four fall/winter Jewish Celebrations: Rosh Hashanah/Yom 
Kippur, Sukkot/Simhat Torah, Hanukkah, Tu Bishvat. Explore the 
stories, traditions and rituals for each and create amazing art 
pieces. 
 
Choir - Grades 3-7 - Alex Botwinik  Love to sing? Then the choir is 
for you. We will learn songs from different Jewish communities 
around the world. In Hebrew, English, Yiddish and possibly other 
languages, we will sing traditional melodies passed down from 
generations and learn new melodies too. We will also develop 
vocal skills, learn to sing in harmony, and perform locally. 
 
Hebrew Ulpan - Grades 3-5 - Yehudit Rubin (Qualifies for Chai 
Five) Imagine being able to step up to the counter at a restaurant 
in Tel Aviv or even at Shalom Pizza in Wynnewood and order in 
Hebrew! In this class, every Modern Hebrew lesson will focus on a 
different daily-life situation, such as ordering at a restaurant or 
buying a bus ticket. We will watch short videos of conversations 
between Israelis of all ages and practice our conversational skills.  
 
Children’s Storybook through Hebrew - Grades 3-5 - Yochi 
Shaposhnick (Qualifies for Chai Five) In this class participants will 
read children’s story books that they are very familiar with such as 
Caps for sale, Good Night Moon, Where the Wild Things are and 
others. Not only will students practice their Hebrew reading skills, 
they will gain vocabulary and comprehension as they reacquaint 
themselves with these favorite stories-this time in Hebrew! 
 
The Torah Speaks - Grades 3-5 - Marnie Narboni In this class you 
will delve into the Bible and make it come alive. As the semester 
progresses, you will examine biblical stories from the Five Books of 
Moses and the Book of Prophets. If you enjoy writing, acting and 
directing, then this is the class for you. You will present for the 
entire school an original production written by your class. 
 
Knitzvah - Grades 3-7 - Karen Kripke Do you like knitting and 
helping others? In this class, you will study tikkun ha’middot  - 
the  improvement of our inner qualities - through stories, quizzes, 
and text. Afterwards, you will knit items to donate to those in need.  
 
Route 613 Drum Circle - Grades 3-7 - Derek Katz Words are so 
overrated! Our ancestors celebrated life with drums and 
percussion. The Route 613 Drum Circle will meet each week in the 
round with drums and shakers to play, connect with God and each 
other, and move as one. You will learn rhythms, syncopation, and 
Hebrew chants using hand drums. 
 
Kadima Leadership Your Way - Grades 5-7 - Judy Bender 
(Qualifies for Chai Five) Have you ever wanted to be president of 
a club? Have you ever wanted a leadership role in an organization? 
Then this is the class for you! Learn to create well planned and 
thought out, but especially fun, activities for your friends with a 
Jewish twist. You will get the opportunity to be on the Kadima 
board and interact with the USY local and regional boards. 
 
Clergy Roundtable - Grades 3-7 - Rabbi Rosenberg, Cantor 
Vogel, Rabbi Alpert, and Rabbi Marshall Burning questions you 
want to ask the Rabbi, tunes you have heard at services but don’t 
know their origin…get up close and personal with the members of 
the Har Zion Temple Clergy. 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays 
5:30pm – 6:30pm 
 
Going to the Movies - Grades 3-5 - Mark Levy If you love 
going to the movies, then this class is for you. We will focus on 
ideas centered around Jewish reactions to modernism and 
assimilation. We will watch a variety of movies from “Fiddler on 
the Roof” to “American Tail.” We will examine the underlying 
Jewish themes in a variety of genres, comedy, drama, and even 
animation.  
 
Debate Club - Grades 6-7 - Stephen Pashko There is an old 
saying if you have two Jews you have at least three opinions. In 
Judaism, disagreement isn’t bad, it’s an opportunity. Learning to 
debate and argue your opinion effectively is also an incredible 
and important skill for everyday life. In this class we will study 
some of the most interesting disagreements in Judaism. If you 
love to argue,  then this is the class for you. 
 
Israel: The People, the Land and History - Grades 5-7 - 
Norman Einhorn This class focuses on the people, land, and 
history of Israel. There is a special emphasis on current events 
and the political environment in Israel and the Middle East. We 
will make sure to take time to understand why things are 
happening and the historical context behind their occurrence. 
Our class is as ever-changing as the world we live in. 
 
SporTorah - Grades 3-5 - Steven Goldberg What do field 
hockey, capture the flag and kickball have to teach us about 
Torah? More than you think! From Genesis and the feuding 
brothers Jacob and Esau to the outline of holiness and 
forgiveness in Leviticus, we will experience the five books of the 
Torah in a new and exciting fun way of matching important 
stories and concepts to games. Come play the Torah with us. 
Students should come to class in running shoes and 
appropriate clothing. 
 
The Postcard Project: A Jewish Adventure Around the World 
- Grades 3-5 - Aviva Habib In each session of the Postcard 
Project we will “travel” to a place that has made a strong mark 
on Jewish history such as Spain, Morocco and Russia, among 
others. We will “meet” interesting people who lived there, and 
“interview” them about their lives. At each location we will 
create a postcard: on one side we will use paint, collage and 
photographs to create an image of what we saw, on the other 
side we will write home to share our adventures. 
 
Build-A-Siddur - Grades 3-7 - Rabbi Marshall and Sharon 
Kenworthy (Qualifies for Chai Five) If you are a creative 
thinker, writer or artist, this is your opportunity to build the Har 
Zion Temple youth Siddur that will be used in school and 
Shabbat in the years to come. The first half of the year will focus 
on writing and illustration. The second half of the year will focus 
on layout, design and production. 
 
Do You Know These People? - Grades: 5-7 - Helen Stamm 
Jews have lived all over the world. They have influenced the 
places and times in which they have lived. Find out together 
how lives were changed because of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays 
6:45pm – 7:45pm 
 
Going to the Movies - Grades: 5-7 - Mark Levy If you love 
going to the movies, then this class is for you. We will focus on 
ideas centered around Jewish reactions to modernism and 
assimilation. We will watch a variety of movies from “Fiddler on 
the Roof” to “American Tail.” We will examine the underlying 
Jewish themes in a variety of genres, comedy, drama, and even 
animation.  
 
Life Cycle: Birth, Death and Everything in Between - Grades: 
5-6 - Stephen Pashko This year we will study the Jewish Life 
Cycle. We will discuss the Brit Milah and Simhat Bat Ceremonies 
and Consecration. We will learn about the Pidyun Haben 
Ceremony, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Students will learn about the 
significance of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah and the components that 
relate to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah such as Parsha, Aliyah, Maftir, 
Haftarah and troupe. We will have guest speakers and will visit  
the Mikveh. 
 
Anima Midrash - Grades 6-7 - Sharon Kenworthy (Qualifies 
for Chai Five) Let’s learn about the greatest Midrash (rabbinic 
interpretations) stories through the process of computer 
animation. Using technology, students will create their own 
interpretation of the Midrash stories using media of their 
choice. BYOT-bring your own technology! 
 
SporTorah - Grades: 6-7 - Steven Goldberg What do field 
hockey, capture the flag and kickball have to teach us about 
Torah? More than you think! From Genesis and the feuding 
brothers Jacob and Esau to the outline of holiness and 
forgiveness in Leviticus, we will experience the five books of the 
Torah in a new and exciting fun way of matching important 
stories and concepts to games. Come play the Torah with us. 
Students should come to class in running shoes and 
appropriate clothing. 
 
Jewish Music - Grades: 6-7 - Aviva Habib In these interactive 
sessions, we will explore the history of Jewish life through music 
from Europe to Israel and here in the U.S. Each class will 
highlight a different aspect of music through Jewish prayer, 
history, and culture. Music featured in the classes will cover 
thousands of years from classical and folk music to the new era 
of Jewish music formed with the birth of the State of Israel. 
 
Develop Your Soul -  Grades 6-7 - Linor Schmeidler If you like 
photography and filmography, then this class is for you. Join us 
as we learn about our ancestors through photography, 
filmography and story telling. Practice taking portraits and 
asking what stories the photograph tells you. Photograph and 
interview family members, learn how to tell a story, and create a 
photo journal of your past. Students must bring their own 
camera (can be an iphone, ipad, etc.) to class. 
 
 
 
Saturday - Shabbat 
9:45AM-11:45AM 
  
Davening and Donuts with Junior Congregation -Grades 3-7 
-  Norman Einhorn (Qualifies for Chai Five) In this class you 
will work on your davening skills, learn about the Saturday 
morning service and munch on donuts to get your Shabbat 
morning moving. Following the intensive study session you will 
join Junior Congregation as the leaders. This class counts as two 
classes. 

Tuesdays 
5:15pm – 6:15pm 
 
Hands on Holidays - Grades 6-7 - Ariela Barlas This class 
focuses on four fall/winter Jewish Celebrations: Rosh Hashanah/
Yom Kippur, Sukkot/Simhat Torah, Hanukkah, Tu Bishvat. Explore 
the stories, traditions and rituals for each and create amazing art 
pieces. 
 
Recipes for the Holidays- Grades 3-5 - Judy Bender The 
holidays are full of yummy foods that not only make the holiday 
more special but also have meaning. When we make an apple 
cake for Rosh Hashanah, why does it have to be apples? Why not 
pears? During Shavuot, why do we eat only dairy? We will explore 
the holidays, throughout the calendar year, in which we enjoy 
specific foods, and learn why they are custom, tradition or is 
there more to it than that? 
 
Hebrew Ulpan - Grades 3-5 - Yehudit Rubin (Qualifies for Chai 
Five) Imagine being able to step up to the counter at a restaurant 
in Tel Aviv or even at Shalom Pizza in Wynnewood and order in 
Hebrew! In this class, every Modern Hebrew lesson will focus on a 
different daily-life situation, such as ordering at a restaurant or 
buying a bus ticket. We will watch short videos of conversations 
between Israelis of all ages and practice our conversational skills.  
 
Passport Project - Grades 3-5 - Yochi Shaposhnick In each 
session we will “travel” to a place in Israel. We will meet 
interesting people who live there. At each location there will be a 
presentation to create an image of what we saw, and share our 
adventures. Mediums include art, computers, creative writing 
and music. 
 
Book Club - Grades 3-5 - Marnie Narboni If you like to read and 
discuss ideas, then this is the class for you. This class will meet 
and discuss a book/short story selected by the teacher. You will 
have the opportunity to express your opinion on the subject, 
discuss the theme and how it relates to our lives as Jewish 
people. 
 
Mitzvah - Grades 3-7-Karen Kripke Tikkun Olam means the 
repair of the world. In this class, you will study texts about Tikkun 
Olam, Gemilut Hesed, and Mitzvot to help improve problems that 
exist locally and around the world. After  each study session, you 
will work on a special project that benefits Har Zion Temple or 
the larger community. You will also run a shuk (store) to help 
Israel's Jaffa Institute, which serves underprivileged children. 
 
Shabbat Table Talk - Grades 3-5 - Derek Katz (Qualifies for 
Chai Five) One important aspect of Shabbat is learning and 
discussing the weekly Torah portion, called Parshat Hashavuah. 
We will provide a weekly email with a synopsis of the week’s 
Torah reading with questions for families to discuss at any time 
during the week. Students will record their participation in a 
journal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


